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. THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

The Department of Communication at the University of Arizona offers advanced study leading to the MA or the
PhD degree. Currently the department serves approximately 25 graduate students and more than 1,000
undergraduate students. The department’s strong commitment to quality teaching and research has earned the
program national recognition and won its faculty and graduate students numerous research and teaching awards.

The MA degree in communication prepares students for the pursuit of the PhD, for work in an
academic/educational setting, or for work in the private sector.

The PhD is a research degree that develops students’ research expertise in their chosen area of study, leading to
careers in teaching and research-related specialties.

Concentrations of Study

The department offers a broad range of coursework and educational research opportunities, with specializations in
interpersonal, media, and health. The faculty in the department focus on the following:

Communication Processes... in Communication Contexts... using Communication Methods
e Social influence and argumentation e Health e Experiment
e Message effects e Mass media e Survey
e Nonverbal and discourse processes e Social media e Dyadic interaction analysis
¢ Information processing e New technology e Content analysis
e Deception e Small group e Meta-analysis
e Conflict management e Political e Interviews/focus groups
e Social cognition and person e  Marital, family and close e Grounded theory
perception relationships e Observation
e Relationship development and e Intercultural/intergroup
decline

e Organizations

*  Stercotyping and identity e Communication networks

e Communication and aging

Expected Learning Outcomes for UA Communication Graduate Programs:

1. Apply: Apply empirical research methods in communication to specific scientific questions with
appropriate methods.

2. Produce: Produce rigorous empirical research and effectively present the research in both oral and written
forms.

3. Demonstrate: Demonstrate deep understanding of the major communication theories, their associated
empirical literatures in at least two areas of the discipline (i.e., interpersonal, mass, social influence,
health), and develop hypotheses or research questions based on those theories.

4. Teach: Teach college-level communication classes in an expert and fully professional manner.*
*does not apply to the Accelerated Master’s Program.



Communication Faculty

JENNIFER STEVENS AUBREY (PhD, University of Michigan), Professor of Communication & Director of
Graduate Studies. Media effects, adolescence and childhood.

LEILA BIGHASH (PhD, University of Southern California), Assistant Professor of Communication.
Organizational communication, communication and technology, communication networks.

JOSEPH BONITO (PhD, University of Illinois), Professor of Communication. Small group communication,
computer-mediated communication, language and social interaction, research methods.

CAROLYN SMITH CASERTANO (MA, Gonzaga University), Associate Professor of Practice. Public relations.

KORY FLOYD (PhD, University of Arizona), Professor of Communication. Interpersonal communication,
relational communication, affection.

JAKE HARWOOD (PhD, University of California, Santa Barbara), Professor of Communication. Intergroup
communication, communication and aging, communication and music, research methods.

SUSAN HOLLAND (MA, Gonzaga University; MA, University of San Francisco), Associate Professor of
Practice. Public relations.

KATE KENSKI (PhD, University of Pennsylvania), Professor of Communication. Political communication,
social influence, media, research methods, public opinion.

MATTHEW LAPIERRE (PhD, University of Pennsylvania), Associate Professor of Communication. Health
communication, children and media, media effects, persuasion.

RAIN WUYU LIU (PhD, Michigan State University). Assistant Professor of Communication. Public relations,
intercultural communication, interpersonal communication, persuasion, research methods, communication
campaigns.

MARGARET PITTS (PhD, Pennsylvania State University), Associate Professor of Communication, Senior
Associate Dean of Graduate College. Interpersonal communication, intercultural communication, qualitative
research methods.

STEVE RAINS (PhD, University of Texas at Austin), Professor of Communication. Communication
technology, health communication.

CHRIS SEGRIN (PhD, University of Wisconsin), Professor of Communication, Department Head. Social
skills and mental health problems, family communication, nonverbal communication, research methods.

KYLE TUSING (PhD, University of Wisconsin), Professor of Communication & Director of Undergraduate
Studies. Relational communication, social influence.

BO YANG (PhD, University of Maryland), Assistant Professor of Communication. Health communication,
media effects, persuasion, social influence, risk communication, communication campaigns, research methods.



Department Faculty Affiliates

MELISSA CURRAN (PhD, University of Texas at Austin), Professor of Family Studies and Human
Development. Attachment, family systems, interdependence, and commitment theories; adult romantic
relationships and families; impact of illness on romantic and family relationships.

JEFF GREENBERG (PhD, University of Kansas), Professor of Psychology. Attribution processes, self-
focused attention, emotions, cognitive dissonance.

MATTHIAS MEHL (PhD, University of Texas at Austin), Professor of Psychology. Social and
personality psychology; naturalistic person-environment interactions, social interactions, coping, and
health; research methods.



II. ACCELERATED MASTER’S DEGREE

The Accelerated MA Program (AMP) in Communication is designed to enable outstanding University of
Arizona undergraduates to complete both the BA and MA in Communication in five years of study. This
program is intended for students interested in enhancing their skillset and competitiveness on the job
market and/or in admission to professional graduate programs (e.g., law school). The AMP is not ideal for
students wanting to pursue research careers, entry into research-based PhD programs, or teaching
positions. For those students we recommend our two-year MA degree program.

AMP Standards and Requirements

Eligibility:

Completion of a minimum of 75 undergraduate credit hours is required at the time of application; a
minimum of 90 undergraduate credit hours of enrollment is required at the time of entry into the
AMP. If the student’s GPA falls below 3.3 at the time they have completed 90 units, the student
will not be admitted into the program. Courses taken for audit may not be included in the total
number of units counted for eligibility or admission. (Note: Students must maintain a minimum
GPA of 3.0 in graduate coursework.)

A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.3 on a minimum of 12 units of undergraduate BA in
Communication.

Completion of at least 12 earned undergraduate credits in their major at the University of Arizona’s
main campus. Units still graded Incomplete, units graded Pass/Fail or units taken as audit will not
count toward the requirement of the 12 undergraduate units.

Completion or near completion of general education requirements.

Submission of a graduate application and payment of a graduate application fee.

Demonstration of the maturity necessary for success in an accelerated, highly competitive
program.

Expectation to complete the undergraduate degree within four years. The undergraduate degree
requirements must be completed before the student is eligible to be admitted to the graduate
college (which happens at the end of the first year).

AMP Degree & Tuition Policies

Students will be considered undergraduates until they complete their undergraduate requirements,
which should be no later than the end of the fourth year.

Students entering with Advanced Placement Credit and/or who attend summer school may
complete their Bachelor’s degree in the junior year.

Students must complete at least 12 of their graduate credits while in graduate status.

During years 1-3 (or approximately 0-90 credits) students will be taking undergraduate coursework
and charged at the undergraduate rate.



Once admitted to AMP, during the senior (or transition year), students may take up to 12 units of
graduate coursework which may apply toward both the Bachelor’s and the Master’s degrees.
Students will be charged at the undergraduate rate and retain eligibility for undergraduate
scholarships.

Students classified as seniors who have not yet completed a bachelor's degree may enroll in 500-
level courses following the Graduate Credit for Seniors Policy. Courses numbered at the 600, 700
and 900 levels are not open to undergraduates.

After completion of all Bachelor’s requirements, students will be granted graduate status, be
charged at the graduate rate, and be eligible for graduate assistantships. The student won’t be
eligible to graduate nor will they be eligible for assistantships until all Bachelors’ requirements are
completed. While an undergraduate, students are required to keep their graduate coursework
cumulative GPA at 3.0, or higher if required by the graduate degree offering unit, to be admitted to
the Master’s program.

In April of the senior year, the student will be evaluated by their advisor and graduate course
instructors for their recommendation on whether the student should be admitted to the graduate
college. This will happen before the student is formally admitted to the Master’s program.

Should a student have completed 12 graduate credits, but not yet completed the undergraduate
degree, they will be considered a graduate student for financial aid and tuition purposes and coded
as ‘graduate’ in UAccess. They will no longer be eligible for undergraduate scholarships, nor will
they be eligible for graduate assistantships.

At least 12 graduate credits must be taken while in graduate status, after completing all degree
requirements for the Bachelor’s.

AMP students are encouraged to complete their undergraduate requirements as soon as possible,
but not later than one semester before receiving their Master’s degree. Students finishing their
undergraduate requirements later than one semester before receiving their Master’s degree will no
longer be eligible for undergraduate scholarships, nor will they be eligible for graduate
assistantships. Neither degree will be awarded until the undergraduate requirements are completed
along with the Master’s requirements.

Advisor: AMP students will be assigned a graduate advisor, typically the Director of Graduate Studies,
upon being accepted in the program. The AMP advisor provides guidance about which graduate courses to
take and signs the Undergraduate Enrollment in Graduate Courses form
(https://grad.arizona.edu/forms/gsas) to enroll in 500-level courses during the student’s senior year. AMP
students should request signatures for the enrollment form when the enrollment period opens.

Course Requirements

1) Core Courses: All students must complete all three of the following core courses.

e 500: Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication
e 561: Research Methodologies I
e 571: Research Methodologies 11

2) Theory Courses: All students must complete at least two of following theory seminars but may take

additional theory courses as electives.
e 609: Mass Communication Theory
e 610: Interpersonal Theory



e 620: Theories of Social Influence
e 669: Health Communication Theory

3) Comprehensive Exams: During the last semester of their program, AMP students will enroll in 1
credit of COMM 599 (comprehensive exams).

4) Electives: Remaining units are to be fulfilled by electives approved by the committee.

e Only 3 units of independent study can be counted toward the 34 unit minimum upon
advisor’s approval.

e Students can take 3 units of internship credit toward their 34 unit minimum. The internship
needs to be approved by the student’s AMP advisor, and the student must produce a paper
analyzing how they applied communication theory/research to the internship experience.

e Students may take up to 3 elective units outside the department upon advisor’s approval.

Plan of Study Requirements

All coursework must be approved by the advisor by the end of the second semester (at the end of the senior
year). At this time, students are to prepare a ‘“Plan of Study” form and submit to Graduate Student
Academic Services (GSAS) through GradPath, using a link found on the UAccess Student Center. Only
coursework required for the degree should be listed on the “Plan of Study” form (see Appendix A for
Communication Course Rotation). Courses with a ‘D’ or lower cannot be included on the Plan of Study
and do not count towards the degree. The Plan of Study form will be routed to the department’s graduate
program coordinator first, then to the student’s advisor and Director of Graduate Studies for approval,
before receiving final approval by Graduate Student Academic Services. Once approved by all parties, the
student will receive a notification email from GSAS. If changes occur after the Plan of Study has been
submitted and approved, the student must submit new Plan of Study to Graduate College. Resources for
navigating the GradPath system are available here: GradPath | UArizona Graduate College

AMP Comprehensive Exam & Committee

AMP students will take common comprehensive exams during a scheduled examination period along with
MA students on the non-thesis track. The comprehensive exams include both a written and an oral portion.
There will be one comprehensive examination committee each year comprised of the members of the
department graduate committee and possibly other outside members (at the graduate committee’s
discretion). The members of the committee must be members of the graduate faculty. Please see Appendix
B for Criteria for Membership in the Graduate Faculty for the Graduate Programs in Communication.

After the Plan of Study is approved and before the student defends comprehensive exams, a
“Master’s/Specialist Committee Appointment Form” form must be submitted via GradPath. This should
occur no later than the first three weeks of the fall semester in the student’s second year in the MA program.
This form is routed to the department’s graduate studies director and then directly to GSAS. Once the
advisor and committee composition paperwork has been submitted and approved, any change in the
committee requires the approval of the advisor and the involved faculty, or a majority of the committee and
the Director of Graduate Studies. Students should consult with the Director of Graduate Studies if they are
experiencing problems or are seeking an alternative advisor. Changes in committee composition will require
student to submit a new Master’s/Specialist Committee Appointment Form to the Graduate College.

Written Exams

e Written exams take place over a 2-week period and are written “in-house” (i.e., in a designated
room with a departmental laptop administered by the Graduate Program Coordinator in most cases).
Students will receive questions in advance but will not be allowed to bring any materials into the
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exam room. The dates and schedule vary by year, but the typical timeline appears below.Each “in-
house” exam is 2 hours long. All AMP students take their written exams at the same time. If a
student fails any portion of the written exam, a second exam will be scheduled at the discretion of
the comprehensive examination committee.

Written Exam Student Receives Question In-house Exam Date

Research Methods & Statistics | First Monday after Spring Recess First Wednesday after Spring Recess

Theory First Friday after Spring Recess Second Monday after Spring Recess

Elective Second Wednesday after Spring Recess | Second Friday after Spring Recess
Oral Exam

If the student passes the written exams, the oral exam will take place at least 3 weeks after the
conclusion of the final written exam. All AMP students and the comps committee members will
meet for oral exams on one single day.

The first part of the defense will be comprised of broad questions reflecting on the entire graduate
program. Example questions might address the definition of communication, the role of
communication in the student’s future occupational aspirations, and the role of theory in relation to
communication research. The second part of the defense will include specific, follow-up questions
about the written exams, in the areas of research methods and statistics, theory, and the elective
topic.

Students should expect the oral exam to last approximately 60 minutes.

Once all of the students have completed the oral exam, the comps committee will discuss the
results of the exam and will inform the students.

If a student fails any portion of the oral exam, a second exam will be scheduled at the discretion of
the comprehensive examination committee.

Oral exams are comprehensive. Students might be asked to explain or expand an answer provided
in the written exams, but students will also be asked new questions in the core areas to determine
mastery.

Procedures and Preparation for Written and Oral Comprehensive Exam

In the beginning of the spring semester of the student’s final year of their MA/AMP, they will
submit their preferences for the topics they would like to cover on their comprehensive exams. In
all cases, the comprehensive exams will include COMM 561 and COMM 571, one theory course,
and one elective/theory content area. The methods exam is not negotiable, but students may select
their theory and elective topics.
Comprehensive exams will be scheduled during the second semester of the second year.
Each exam will typically consist of approximately 1-3 questions to be completed within a 2-
hour period. The comps committee will select questions from an existing test bank. Students
will be given their questions 48 hours in advance of writing their exams.

o Students MAY NOT discuss exam questions or answers with other students during the

two-week examination period.

o Students MAY NOT bring any materials with them to the exam.
Students will turn in their completed exams to the graduate coordinator, who will distribute them
to the appropriate evaluation committee at the conclusion of each exam via email.
To prepare for the written comprehensive exam, students should study readings, notes, and
coursework in the comps topic areas. The reading lists for the comprehensive examination will be
the syllabi for the classes selected for the exams. For example, for the methods exam, the syllabi
for COMM 561 and 571 will serve as the reading list.

10




e Written responses will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis. The MA comps committee will grade
students’ exams. Any disagreement over a grade will be settled and determined by that committee.
The committee must supply their evaluations to the student’s advisor and to the graduate
coordinator within two business weeks after the last exam. The student will be notified of results
within 3 business days of the committee submitting their evaluations.

o Comps committee members might provide written feedback to students. Students should use that
feedback to assist them in preparing for the oral exam.

e Failure in any area requires re-examination on new questions in the area. Comps committee
members should return a decision on a re-examination no later than two weeks after the completion
of the exam. Results of the second examination are final.

e Comps committee members’ copies of the student’s written exam (with written comments or
otherwise) will not be returned to the student.

e In the event of a failing grade on the oral exam, the examining committee has the option of
recommending re-examination or voting not to recommend a re-examination. The latter decision
terminates the student’s MA program. Results of the second examination are final.

e Upon successful defense of comprehensive exams and completion of all degree requirements
(including all required courses) the department’s program coordinator submits the MA
completion confirmation to GSAS.

So You’re Planning a MA Comprehensive Exam Defense?
Here’s What You Need to Do:

1. Take a deep breath and pat yourself on the back. It is a big accomplishment to be done with your

written comps!
Before the defense:

2. Make sure your GradPath forms are up to date. By this point, you should have your Responsible
Conduct of Research form and Plan of Study submitted and approved. You might not have yet
done the Appointment of MA Committee form. If not, get that submitted right away.

3. The graduate program coordinator and director of graduate studies will work with the graduate
committee to make sure that the oral defense is scheduled at least three weeks after the written
exams are submitted.

4. Your committee chair (usually the director of graduate studies) will confirm whether you have
passed your written exams approximately one week before your scheduled defense. If you have
not heard by that time, please check in with your committee chair. If you need to re-write any
exam, your committee will communicate next steps.

At the defense:

5. The Graduate Program Coordinator will email a Qualtrics Survey called Oral
Comprehensive Exam Rating/Quality form to your committee. Each committee member
will need to complete the survey after the oral defense.

After the defense:

6. The committee chair will communicate the results of the oral defense with you over email,
usually the same day as the defense. The graduate program coordinator will enter in the results
on the Master’s Completion Confirmation form on GradPath. If you need to have another oral
defense, your committee chair will communicate next steps.

7. Confirm with the graduate program coordinator the submission of your last GradPath form:
The Master’s Completion Form. You do not need to initiate that form; it should be initiated and
submitted by the GPC.
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Summary AMP Unit Distribution

Requirement Units
A Departmental Core (500, 561, 571) 9
B Required Theory Courses (609, 610, 620, or 669) 6
C Electives 18
D Comprehensive Exam Prep (599) 1
TOTAL 34
Required Core Courses 9 credits

e 500: Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication
e 561: Research Methods |

e 571: Research Methods 11 total of 34 credits

required

Theory Courses (selected from COMM 609, 610, 620, and 669; 6 credits
one course is offered per semester, and students will often take

. . . minimum overall
both courses offered in the second year of their program; one in

duate level GPA
Fall and one in Spring) §1‘61* uate leve
Communication Electives (3 credit hours of electives can be 18 credits * A grade of D or
graduate level courses from outside of the Communication lower will nlot be
department; 3 credit hours can be an internship; or 3 credit hours accepted

can be an independent study)

minimum overall

Comprehensive Exam Prep (Comm 599) 1 credit undergraduate level
GPA 3.3
TOTAL 34
Sample AMP Timeline
Semester Courses/Units Taken
S . These courses
emester , 6 credits: 500, 561 also count toward
(undergraduate senior year) — the undergraduate
degree and are
Semester 2 6 credits: 571, 500-level elective, taken during the
(undergraduate senior year) faculty evaluation, recommendation to undergraduate
g Y graduate college senior year
Semester 3 . .
(graduate year) 12 credits: electives and theory class
9 credits: electives and theory class
Semester 4
(graduate year) 1 credit: comprehensive exams (Comm
599)
Total 34 credits
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III. MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

The MA degree offers training in communication theory and research that can serve as a foundation to
achieve a variety of career objectives. Students who wish to earn an MA in communication may pursue
either a thesis option or a non-thesis option. The thesis option prepares students to seek placement in highly
competitive PhD programs in communication, including our own. This option emphasizes theory, research
design, problem conceptualization, research methodology, and the ability to conduct empirical research,
culminating in the MA thesis. The non-thesis option (while emphasizing the same content areas as the
thesis option) is designed to provide students with the communication-based background necessary for
advanced professional performance in such areas as business, media, government, or in teaching at the
community college level. This option culminates in a final written and oral comprehensive exam (i.e.,
comps).

MA Standards and Requirements

Advisor: Faculty must have at least a .51 appointment in Communication in order to advise a thesis for our
MA program. Faculty who have at least a .49 appointment in Communication or in another unit with an
adjunct or joint appointment in Communication may co-advise a thesis in Communication if the other co-
advisor has at least a .51 appointment in Communication. Advisors may be changed based on discussion
between the student, the current advisor, and the potential future advisor.

Coursework: MA students electing either the thesis or non-thesis route must successfully complete a
minimum of 34 units (core, theory, electives, and research team) to complete the degree. A minimum GPA
of 3.0 is required. Courses with grades of ‘C’ or lower do not count toward the degree. All coursework
must be approved by the advisor by the end of the second semester. At this time, students are to prepare a
“Plan of Study” form and submit to Graduate Student Academic Services (GSAS) through GradPath, using
a link found on the UAccess Student Center. Only coursework required for the degree should be listed on
the “Plan of Study” form (see Appendix A for Communication Course Rotation). The Plan of Study form
will be routed to the department’s graduate program coordinator first, then to student’s advisor and
Director of Graduate Studies for approval, before receiving final approval by Graduate Student Academic
Services. Once approved by all parties, the student receives a notification email from GSAS. If changes
occur after the Plan of Study has been submitted and approved, the student must submit a new Plan of
Study to the Graduate College. Resources for navigating the GradPath system are available here: GradPath
| UArizona Graduate College

Course Requirements

1) Core Courses: All students must complete all three of the following core courses.
a. 500: Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication
b. 561: Research Methodologies 1
c. 571:Research Methodologies I1

2) Theory Courses: All students must complete two of the following theory seminars but may take
additional theory courses as electives.

609: Mass Communication Theory

610: Interpersonal Theory

620: Theories of Social Influence

669: Health Communication Theory
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3) Research Team: All MA students must participate on a research team (COMM 900) for one credit
per semester (see Research & Teaching section of this handbook). Exactly 4 research team credits
are required for the degree.

4) Electives: Remaining units are to be fulfilled by electives approved by the committee.
e  Only 3 units of independent study can be counted toward the 34 unit minimum.
o Thesis students should enroll in 3 units of thesis credits toward the 34 unit minimum. The
3 thesis units will involve more time and intellectual investment than 3 units of regular
coursework.
e Students may take up to 3 elective units outside of the department.
e Additional electives may be taken beyond the minimum degree requirement.

MA Committee (Thesis Option)

The MA committee should consist of the advisor and at least two additional faculty members from the
department. All members of the thesis committee must be members of the graduate faculty; see Appendix
B for Criteria for Membership in the Graduate Faculty for the Graduate Programs in Communication. After
the Plan of Study is approved and before the student defends their thesis or comprehensive exams, a
“Master’s/Specialist Committee Appointment Form” form must be submitted via GradPath. This should
occur no later than the first three weeks of the fall semester in the student’s second year in the MA
program. This form is routed to the department’s graduate coordinator and then directly to GSAS.

e Once the advisor and committee composition paperwork has been submitted and approved, any
change in the committee requires the approval of the advisor and the involved faculty, or a
majority of the committee and the Director of Graduate Studies. Students should consult with the
Director of Graduate Studies if they are experiencing problems or are seeking an alternative
advisor. Changes in committee composition will require student to submit a new
Master’s/Specialist Committee Appointment Form to the Graduate College.

MA Comprehensive Exam & Committee (Non-Thesis Option)

There will be one comprehensive examination committee each year comprised of the members of the
department graduate committee and possibly other outside members (at the graduate committee’s
discretion). The members of the committee must be members of the graduate faculty. Please see Appendix
B for Criteria for Membership in the Graduate Faculty for the Graduate Programs in Communication.
After the Plan of Study is approved and before the student defends their thesis or comprehensive exams, a
“Master’s/Specialist Committee Appointment Form” form must be submitted to GSAS via GradPath.

MA students pursuing the non-thesis option will take their comprehensive exams during a scheduled
examination period. The comprehensive exams include both a written and an oral portion. There will be
one comprehensive examination committee each year, and it will typically be comprised of the
Department’s Graduate Committee.

Written Exams
e  Written exams take place over a 2-week period and are written “in-house” (i.e., exams will take
place in a designated room on campus with a departmental computer and are administered by the
Graduate Program Coordinator in most cases). Students will receive their questions 48 hours in
advance in order to prepare, but will not be allowed to bring any materials into the exam room. The
exact dates and schedule will vary year to year, but the timeline for the written comps appears
below. Each “in-house” exam is 2 hours long. All MA students take their written exams at the
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same time. If a student fails any portion of the written exam, a second exam will be scheduled at
the discretion of the comprehensive examination committee.

Written Exam Student Receives Question In-house Exam Date

Research Methods & Statistics | First Monday after Spring Recess First Wednesday after Spring Recess

Theory First Friday after Spring Recess Second Monday after Spring Recess

Elective Second Wednesday after Spring Recess | Second Friday after Spring Recess
Oral Exam

If the student passes the written exams, the oral exam will take place at least 3 weeks after the
conclusion of the final written exam. All MA students and the comps committee members will
meet for oral exams on one single day.

The first part of the defense will be comprised of broad questions reflecting on the entire graduate
program. Example questions might address the definition of communication, the role of
communication in the student’s future occupational aspirations, and the role of theory in relations
to communication research. The second part of the defense will include specific, follow-up
questions about the written exams, in the areas of research methods and statistics, theory, and the
elective topic.

Students should expect the oral exam to last approximately 60 minutes.

Once all of the students have completed the oral exam, the comps committee will discuss the
results of the exam and will inform the students.

If a student fails any portion of the oral exam, a second exam will be scheduled at the discretion of
the comprehensive examination committee.

Oral exams are comprehensive. Students might be asked to explain or expand an answer provided
in the written exams, but students will also be asked new questions in the core areas to determine
mastery.

Procedures and Preparation for Written and Oral Comprehensive Exam

Toward the end of the fall semester, students will submit their list of graduate courses taken to the
Graduate Program Coordinator to determine the topics of the comprehensive exams. In all cases,
the comprehensive exams will include COMM 561 and COMM 571, one theory course, and one
elective/theory content area. The methods exam is not negotiable, but students may select their
theory and elective topics.
Comprehensive exams will be scheduled during the second semester of the second year.
Each exam will typically consist of approximately 1-3 questions to be completed within a 2-
hour period. The graduate faculty will submit questions in their areas of expertise. The comps
committee will select questions from an existing test bank. Students will be given their
questions in advance.

o Students MAY NOT discuss exam questions or answers with other students during the

two-week examination period.

o Students MAY NOT bring any materials with them to the exam.
Students will turn in their completed exams to the graduate coordinator, who will distribute them
to the appropriate evaluation committee at the conclusion of each exam via email.
To prepare for the written comprehensive exam, students should study readings, notes, and
coursework in the comps topic areas. The reading lists for the comprehensive examination will be
the syllabi for the classes identified. For example, the syllabi for Comm 561 and Comm 571 serve
as the reading lists for the methods and statistics comps.
Written responses will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis. The MA comps committee will grade
students’ exams. Any disagreement over a grade will be settled and determined by that committee.
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The committee must supply their evaluations to the student’s advisor and to the graduate
coordinator within two business weeks after the last exam. The student will be notified of results
within 3 business days of the committee submitting their evaluations.

Comps committee members might provide written feedback to students. Students should use that
feedback to assist them in preparing for the oral exam.

Failure in any area requires re-examination on new questions in the area. Comps committee
members will be urged to return a decision on a re-examination no later than two weeks after the
completion of the exam. Results of the second examination are final.

Comps committee members’ copies of the student’s written exam (with written comments or
otherwise) will not be returned to the student.

In the event of a failing grade on the oral exam, the examining committee has the option of
recommending re-examination or voting not to recommend a re-examination. The latter decision
terminates the student’s program of study. Results of the second examination are final.

Upon successful defense of comprehensive exams and completion of all degree requirements
(including all required courses) the department’s program coordinator submits MA completion
confirmation to GSAS.

In the event that the full comprehensive examination committee cannot be present at the oral
defense, the Director of Graduate Studies and Graduate College must be consulted.

So You’re Planning a MA Comprehensive Exam Defense?

Here’s What You Need to Do:

1.

Take a deep breath and pat yourself on the back. It is a big accomplishment to be done with your
written comps!

Before the defense:

2.

Make sure your GradPath forms are up to date. By this point, you should have your Responsible
Conduct of Research form and Plan of Study submitted and approved. You might not have yet
done the Appointment of MA Committee form. If not, get that submitted right away.

The graduate program coordinator and director of graduate studies will work with the graduate
committee to make sure that the oral defense is scheduled at least three weeks after the written
exams are submitted.

Your committee chair (usually the director of graduate studies) will confirm whether you have
passed your written exams approximately one week before your scheduled defense. If you have
not heard by that time, please check in with your committee chair. If you need to re-write any
exam, your committee will communicate next steps.

At the defense:

5.

The Graduate Program Coordinator will email a Qualtrics Survey called Oral
Comprehensive Exam Rating/Quality form to your committee. Each committee member
will need to complete the survey after the oral defense.

After the defense:

6.

The committee chair will communicate the results of the oral defense with you over email,
usually the same day as the defense. The graduate program coordinator will enter in the results
on the Master’s Completion Confirmation form on GradPath. If you need to have another oral
defense, your committee chair will communicate next steps.

Confirm with the graduate program coordinator that he/she submits your last GradPath form:
The Master’s Completion Form. You do not need to initiate that form; it should be initiated and
submitted by the GPC.
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MA Thesis

Proposal

The thesis is a rigorous, empirical research project that addresses an important question in communication.
The student must successfully defend his/her thesis proposal before formal work on the thesis can begin.
The proposal is a formal description of the Master’s thesis research. It normally includes: (a)
Introduction/Literature Review, (b) Hypotheses, and (¢) Method and Analysis plan. Complete references
and full appendices of materials (questionnaires, stimuli) also are expected. Students should plan to defend
the proposal in the fall of their second year in the MA program. The proposal must be submitted to the
committee a minimum of two weeks before the requested defense date. Any thesis proposal involving
human subjects must first be approved by the Human Subjects committee (see Human Subjects Protection
Program | UArizona Research, Innovation & Impact) before any data collection occurs. The “Proposal
Defense Form” (Appendix C) must be signed by the student and all committee members and submitted to
the graduate coordinator immediately following the proposal defense. Please refer to the grad college
webpage https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/dissertations-theses for updated policies, sample pages, formatting
guides, and archiving instructions.

Scheduling Your Defense of the Thesis Proposal

Once the thesis proposal is completed and approved by the advisor, the student is ready to defend the
research plan to the committee. At this time, the student should reach out to their committee members to
schedule the defense. Although it is tempting to schedule a likely defense date in the far-off future, the
student should wait until the thesis is approved by the advisor before scheduling the defense. This will make
it easier for the whole committee to make their plans.

So You’re Planning a MA Thesis Proposal Defense?
Here’s What You Need to Do:

1. Take a deep breath and pat yourself on the back. It is a big accomplishment to have written your

thesis proposal!
Before the defense:

2. Send an electronic copy of your thesis proposal to your committee and schedule your defense.
It is your responsibility to send an email to your committee members to get the defense
scheduled. Most students use doodle polls to do this. The defense should be scheduled for two
hours and should occur at least two weeks after the proposal is submitted. (Because the
proposal defense does not have to be reported to the Grad College, you don’t need the extra
week for Grad College processing.) Then let the Graduate Program Coordinator know the date.

3. Make sure your GradPath forms are up to date. By this point, you should have your Responsible
Conduct of Research form and Plan of Study submitted and approved. You might not have yet
done the Appointment of MA Committee form. If not, get that submitted right away.

4. A couple days before the scheduled defense, confirm the defense date and location with your
committee. Reminders are always a good idea!

5. Talk to your advisor about what you can expect at the defense and how to prepare.

At the defense:

6. Bring the Proposal Defense form to the defense. It’s in Appendix C of this handbook, and it’s

also available here: https://arizona.app.box.com/file/709497284015
After the defense:

7. Work with your advisor to plan revisions to the proposal and the date by which the final thesis
will be defended. This information must be reported on the Proposal Defense form before
submitting it to the graduate program coordinator.

8. Complete your revisions. The best practice is to do your revisions right away because it is
easy to forget what the committee was asking for after you get into the data collection and
final write-up stage. At the very least, make sure those revisions are done before you send the
final thesis to the committee.
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Preregistration of Your Thesis

Preregistration of research studies is becoming more common in our discipline, as well as in other social
sciences. Preregistration is the practice of documenting your research plan at the beginning of your study
and storing that plan in a read-only public repository such as OSF Registries. At this time, we are not
requiring preregistration, but we are recommending it. The appropriate time to do this would be after your
proposal defense, when you are certain that your committee members are satisfied with your proposal, and
before you start collecting data. Not only will preregistering your study impress your editor and reviewers,
if you plan to publish your thesis research, but also it is an excellent habit to establish early on in your
research career because it seems likely that preregistration will increasingly be the norm for publication in
the near term.

Final Thesis & Scheduling the Defense

Once the thesis is completed and approved by the advisor, the student is ready to defend the research to the
committee. At this time, the student should reach out to the committee members to schedule the defense.
Although it is tempting to schedule a likely defense date in the far-off future, the student should wait until
the thesis is approved by the advisor before scheduling the defense. This will make it easier for the whole
committee to make their plans.

During the defense, the student presents and defends the research to the committee. The student must
provide a final copy of the advisor-approved thesis to all committee members at least three weeks prior to
the defense. Students should consult with their advisors about how to prepare for the defense.

o Upon successful defense of thesis and completion of all degree requirements (including any major
thesis revisions indicated and all required courses), the department’s graduate program coordinator
submits the MA completion confirmation to GSAS.

o After completion, students much archive their thesis: see Graduate College site for information in
this regard. https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/dissertations-theses

The thesis defense results in three possible outcomes: (1) Pass with no/minor revisions to be supervised
and approved by the advisor; (2) Pass with major revisions, requiring the committee to evaluate the
revisions; (3) Fail. The thesis should be successfully completed and defended by the end of the second year
of the program.
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So You’re Planning a MA Thesis Defense?
Here’s What You Need to Do:

1. Take a deep breath and pat yourself on the back. It is a big accomplishment to have written your

thesis!
Before the defense:

2. Schedule your defense. It is your responsibility to send an email to your committee members to
get the defense scheduled. Most students use doodle polls to do this. The defense should occur at
least three weeks after the thesis is submitted to them. This is a tentative date because it will
only happen if the committee votes to move forward with the defense (i.e., the written document
is acceptable). Then, let the Graduate Program Coordinator know the date.

3. Make sure your GradPath forms are up to date. By this point, you should have your Responsible
Conduct of Research form, Plan of Study, and Appointment of MA Committee form submitted
and approved.

4. Approximately one week before the defense, your advisor should communicate the results of the
committee’s votes (e.g., Pass/Fail). If you have not heard back, check in with your advisor. If
you pass the written stage, confirm the defense date and location with your committee.
Reminders are always a good idea! If you need to make revisions before re-submitting the thesis
to your committee, your advisor will discuss next steps with you.

5. Talk to your advisor about what you can expect at the defense.

At the defense:

6. The Graduate Program Coordinator will email a Qualtrics Survey called Quality of
Thesis/Dissertation form to your committee. Each committee member will need to complete
the survey after the defense.

After the defense:

7. If you pass, work with your advisor to determine the revisions that need to be completed before
your thesis is final. Keep in mind the Grad College deadlines for submitting your thesis in time
for your graduation date. If you do not pass, your advisor will discuss next steps with you.

8. Your thesis should have a signature page. Fill in your name and thesis title. Then, send the
signature page to the graduate program coordinator, who will route it to your committee
members via Adobe Sign for their signature. Sample Pages | UArizona Graduate College

9. Archive your thesis with the Grad College. Please make sure it adheres to the Grad College
Formatting Guidelines. https://grad.arizona.edu/gsas/dissertations-theses

10. Confirm with the graduate program coordinator that he/she submits your last GradPath form:
The Master’s Completion Form. You do not need to initiate that form; it should be initiated and
submitted by the GPC.
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Satisfactory Academic Progress in the MA

Benchmarks for satisfactory academic progress in the MA:
e COURSEWORK: Coursework should be completed no later than the end of 4™ semester (see
timeline below).
e COMPS: Comps should be completed no later than the end of the 4™ semester.
e THESIS:

o The thesis proposal defense should occur no later than the end of the 3™ semester. If the
thesis proposal is not defended by one week after the start of the spring semester (barring
extenuating circumstances), the student will be scheduled for MA comprehensive exams.
If necessary, the student’s advisor can appeal to the Director of Graduate Studies for an
exception.

o The final thesis defense should occur by the end of the 4™ semester.

e The student will maintain appropriate standards of professional and collegial behavior.

Continued departmental funding will be contingent upon satisfactory progress. If a student does not meet
these benchmarks (barring extenuating circumstances):

e A warning letter will be issued by the Graduate Committee.

e Loss of departmental funding and dismissal from the program (“academic disqualification”) will
occur if satisfactory academic progress has not been achieved after one semester, or earlier if
quicker action is deemed appropriate by the graduate committee acting in consultation with the
department head. Further details regarding satisfactory academic degree progress can be found in
the section titled “Academic Progress and Graduate Evaluation” below. Additional important
information concerning the MA program is provided in Section V of this handbook. Students
should also be familiar with Graduate College Procedures and University procedures
(http://catalog.arizona.edu / & https://grad.arizona.edu/funding/ga ).

MA Unit Distribution

THESIS NON-THESIS
A Departmental Core (500, 561, 571) 9 9
B Required Theory Courses 6 6
C Electives 12 15
D Research Team (900) 4 4
E Thesis (910) 3 0
TOTAL 34 34
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Sample MA Timeline

Semester  Activity Credit Hours
1 e 500, 561, 1 unit of Research Team (900) 7
2 e 571, 1 required theory course, 1 elective 10

1 unit of Research Team
Select/confirm advisor and committee members
Submit approved “Plan of Study” form via GradPath 10

Submit “Master’s/Specialist Committee Appointment” form to
Graduate College via GradPath

2 electives, 1 required theory course

1 unit of Research Team

THESIS OPTION:
o  Write thesis proposal and submit to your committee for approval
o Thesis proposal meeting
o Submit human subjects paperwork

NON-THESIS OPTION

o Submit selections for comps exams (theory and elective) to graduate program
coordinator

4 THESIS NON-THESIS

2 electives

1 elective
1 unit of Research Team

3 thesis units

1 unit of Research Team Written and oral
Write thesis comprehensive exams

Once defended, program
coordinator notifies Graduate
College of Completion of
Degree Requirements

Check with Graduate College concerning
filing deadlines

Submit thesis to your committee for approval
Schedule final defense of your thesis

Once successfully defended and Graduate
College notified, finish requested revisions
and submit thesis to Grad College for
archiving

= 34 units

Procedure for Advancement from MA to PhD

Admission into the PhD program in the Department of Communication is not automatic upon successful
completion of the MA degree. Rather, MA students wishing to pursue a PhD in the department must apply
for admission into the PhD program. Review of these applications will coincide with the department’s
established deadline for receipt of graduate application materials. Typically, the appropriate time for MA
students to apply for admission into the department’s PhD program would be by the deadline for graduate
admissions in the student’s second year. Students who will complete their MA degree in the fall semester
should consult with the department’s Graduate Program Coordinator and/or Director of Graduate Studies
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about applying to the program.

Communication MA students applying for the PhD program follow the same application procedures as
applicants outside of the Department and must pay the application fee. However, some of the materials and
information required for the application are already on file in the Department and need not be re-submitted.
See the Graduate Program Coordinator for clarification on required submissions. The graduate committee
will evaluate these documents and consult with the student’s advisor prior to rendering a decision. In
making determinations regarding admission to the PhD program, the committee has the right to: (1)
designate a date by which all requirements for the MA degree must be completed, and/or (2) postpone
decision until the successful completion of the MA degree. Admission into the PhD program is contingent
upon successful completion of the MA degree requirements, including submission of a complete and final
MA thesis to the department in cases where the candidate is exercising the thesis option (admission to the
PhD program is unlikely for a student writing MA comps). The decision to admit an applicant into the PhD
program will be based on the merits of the application and the applicant’s ranking relative to other
applicants.

Please note that students cannot teach in the summer (as GTAs) if they are not pre-enrolled full time in the
fall semester. That means that MA students who do not complete their MA thesis in the Spring, but who
wish to pursue their PhD in our program (and are provisionally accepted) will need to enroll in the fall as an
MA student, at the MA rate if they wish to receive summer teaching assistantships. Students who do not
complete their MA thesis before the summer deadline and who are admitted into the PhD program with an
assistantship will begin the MA program as a graduate teaching assistant at the MA rate
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IV. DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

The PhD in the Department of Communication at the University of Arizona is principally a research
degree. The goal of the program is to prepare students to be well-rounded scholars and researchers with the
skill and ability to succeed in top research institutions.

A student in the PhD program will, at minimum, be expected to demonstrate mastery of the subject matter
in at least two substantive areas (their major and minor areas) in addition to demonstrating methodological
proficiency. It is expected that the student will develop additional competencies beyond these minimal
requirements. Specifically, students will develop a sophisticated understanding of research practices,
internalize sound scholarly values, and begin to develop a record of published research and conference
presentations. Most PhD students will additionally receive training and experience in teaching.

Typically, the Department of Communication does not accept PhD students on a part-time basis. PhD
students are expected to fulfill degree requirements in a full-time manner which means: (1) enrollment in
full graduate course load until completion of requirements, (2) half-time teaching and/or research
assistantship, and (3) active research team participation. The majority of the student’s time is devoted to
coursework, advanced scholarship, instruction, research, and preparation of the dissertation.

PhD Standards and Requirements

PhD Advisor

Faculty must have at least a .51 appointment in Communication and be a member of the graduate faculty in
communication to advise a dissertation in the department. Please see Appendix B for Criteria for
Membership in the Graduate Faculty for the Graduate Programs in Communication.

PhD Committee

In consultation with the advisor, the student should select a committee for comprehensive exams. The
committee should consist of four faculty members if the student’s minor committee requires one member
and five members if the student’s minor committee requires two members. Three, including the advisor,
must come from the Communication Department and be members of the graduate faculty in
communication. The minor advisor must be a member of the graduate faculty (determined by the home
department). Only members of the graduate faculty can give and grade comp exams. Please see Appendix
B for Criteria for Membership in the Graduate Faculty for the Graduate Programs in Communication.
Having additional committee members beyond the required four (or five) is discouraged.

After comprehensive exams, minor committee members are not required to serve on the dissertation
committee; thus, they typically do not continue onto the dissertation committee. It is also possible for
adjustments to the dissertation committee to be made; different faculty members could be asked to join the
dissertation committee. The same eligibility criteria apply to the dissertation committee as they do to the
comprehensive exam committee.

Coursework: Plan of Study

After discussion with their advisor, the student will prepare a plan of study. It is expected that the student
will declare one or more areas of specialization and that the proposed coursework and minor will reflect
that specialization. The plan of study should be prepared no later than the end of the fourth semester of
coursework. At this time, students are to prepare a “Plan of Study” form and submit to Graduate Student
Academic Services (GSAS) through GradPath, using a link found on the UAccess Student Center. Only
coursework that is required for the degree should be listed on the “Plan of Study” form. See Appendix A
for Communication Course Rotation. The Plan of Study form will be routed to the department’s graduate
program coordinator first, then to the student’s minor advisor, major advisor, and Director of Graduate
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Studies for approval, before receiving final approval by the Grad College. Once approved by all parties,
the student receives a notification email from GSAS. Failure to file an approved “Plan of Study” form by
the end of the fourth semester of coursework may constitute a lack of satisfactory academic progress. The
plan of study becomes the student’s contract and can only be changed by approval of the committee. Of
course, a change in advisors may also necessitate a plan of study change at the discretion of the
committee. If changes occur after the Plan of Study has been submitted and approved, a revised Plan of
Study must be submitted to Graduate College. Resources for navigating the GradPath system are
available here: GradPath | UArizona Graduate College .

A) Major:
A minimum grade point average of 3.0 is required. Courses with grades of ‘C’ or lower will not count
toward the degree.

1) Core Courses: All students must complete all three of the following core courses. These courses
must be passed with a grade of B or better in each. There is only one opportunity to retake a class.

a. 500: Introduction to Graduate Studies in Communication

b. 561: Research Methodologies |

c. 571:Research Methodologies 11

Students who have completed the core as part of their MA program must replace these courses with the
comparable number of elective units.

2) Theory Courses: All students must complete two of the following theory seminars but may take
additional theory courses as electives. Students who have completed two of these theory courses
for their MA program may substitute elective classes for the theory classes, or they may take the
remaining theory classes.

e 609: Mass Communication Theory
e 610: Interpersonal Theory

e  620: Theories of Social Influence

e  669: Health Communication Theory

3) Research Team: Every semester until successful completion of comprehensive exams, PhD
students must participate on a research team (Comm 900) for one credit (see Research & Teaching
section of this handbook). Four research team credits count towards degree requirements, but
continuous enrollment in one research unit per semester is required until comprehensive exams are
completed.

4) Research Tool: Six units of research methods and/or statistics courses are required. The tool should
reflect a particular methodological and/or statistical specialty that will be put to use in the
dissertation research. These courses may be taken outside the department.

5) Major Electives & Dissertation Credits: The remaining credits are to be fulfilled by elective units
in the major (approved by the committee) and dissertation units.

e  Only 3 units of independent study can be counted toward the degree.

e  With the student’s doctoral committee’s approval, one elective class (3 units) may be taken
outside the department (e.g., additional methods courses, a content course in another
department with substantial communication content). This includes courses taken for a
graduate certificate.

e Dissertation Units: A total of 18 dissertation units will count toward the degree. Each
student must complete at least 18 dissertation units. The student receives a grade of °S’
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(superior), ‘P’ (passing), or ‘F’ (failure) in COMM 920 until successful defense and final

submission of dissertation. The student must list dissertation units as part of the required coursework for the
major in the Plan of Study.

Note: students wishing to transfer credit from a graduate program at another university must communicate
with the graduate director upon being accepted into the program or prior to taking a course outside of the
university for transfer credit. The graduate college has limitations on the number of units that can be
transferred (generally no more than 20% of the required units) and oversees all applications. Interested
students must complete an Evaluation of Transfer Credit form on GradPath. The graduate committee will
also review applications for transfer credit and determine whether it will accept those transfer credits as
part of the degree requirement. This is not a common practice.

B) Minor(s):
Students must have at least one minor and may take two (although this is unusual). The requirements for
these are specified by the minor department. The Graduate College’s minimum requirement is that 9
credits be taken in the minor department. If the department does not have a specified minor track, the
person(s) serving on the committee from the minor department will specify the required course work.

Comprehensive Exam Committee Appointment Form

After the Plan of Study is approved and before the student defends comprehensive exams, a
“Comprehensive Exam Committee Appointment Form” must be submitted to Graduate College through
GradPath. This should occur no later than the first three weeks of the fall semester in the student’s third
year in the PhD program. This form is routed to the department’s graduate coordinator first, then to minor
advisor, major advisor, and Director of Graduate Studies for approval before receiving final approval from
Graduate Student Academic Services.

e Once the advisor and committee composition paperwork has been submitted and approved, any
change in the committee requires the approval of the advisor and the involved faculty, or a
majority of the committee and the Director of Graduate Studies. Students should consult with the
Director of Graduate Studies if they are experiencing problems or are seeking an alternative
advisor. If changes occur after committee has been submitted and approved, a new Comprehensive
Exam Committee Appointment Form must be submitted to Graduate College.

Comprehensive Written Exams & Oral Defense (Comps)

Typically in the 6™ semester, students will take comprehensive exams over the major and minor fields. The
comprehensive exam is described in greater detail in the section titled “Doctoral Comprehensive
Examination Policies” below.

Upon successful defense of comprehensive exams, students are automatically advanced to candidacy and
billed for candidacy and archiving fees. At this time, students are expec